
Zonta’s Honorary Members 

Ms. Hilda Patricia Curran   (Pat) 
Inducted as a full fledged Zonta Club of Lansing member in 
March of 1975.  Pat Curran is an outstanding example of 
how one person can make a difference for future generations 
of women, through a commitment to public service.  Pat was 
the director of the landmark Office of Women and Work 
(OWW 1977-1991). Pat pursued changes in public opinion, 
attitudes, and law in the areas of sexual harassment, 

comparable worth for public employees, access to the skilled 
trades for women, and equality for displaced homemakers.  Pat led statewide hearings on 
sex harassment and comparable worth for public employees and was instrumental in 
establishing one of the nation’s first Women in Skilled Trades Programs and Displaced 
Homemaker Programs.  At the time, OWW was staffed by two individuals and through 
sheer will and leadership  that Pat was able  to foster support for  those dramatic changes. 

Besides being a Zonta Club of Lansing leader, she led numerous volunteer efforts at the 
national, state and local level that have made a significant impact on society.  A Big 
Brother/Big Sister member and leader, she was the national president of Big Sisters of 
America at the time of the merger between the two sibling organizations.    As a member 
of the national board during this very tumultuous time she worked to bring about the first 
certification program of volunteers to assure quality service and protection of young 
children. 

Pat has always been a leader.  With her lead she was founding member of Women in State 
Government, and a founding Trustee of the Michigan Women’s Foundation now called 
Michigan Women Forward.  She was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame 
in 1998.  She has held the position from member to Club President, chairing every 
committee within the Zonta Club of Lansing and Zonta Club of Lansing Foundation.  We 
are proud to call Patricia Curran a leader, a friend, a mentor.  She is a forever Zontian.


